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SOME PLANT RECORDS FOR LAHUL AND SPITI 
N. C. Naie 

Botanical Survey/of India , Northern Circle, Dehra Dun 
ABSTRACT 

Artemisia macrocephala Jacq. ex Bess., A, sacrorum Ledeb., Cyananthus lobatus Wall, ex Benth., 
Dontostemon glandulosum (Kar. et Kir) Schulz, Gentiana marginata Griseb., G. sororkula Bur kill, Microsi 
symbrium minutiflorum (Hook. f. et Thoms.) Schulz, Polygonum molliaeforme Boiss., P. polycnemoides Jaub. 
et Spa.ch., Primula reptans Hook, f., Tanacetum nubigenum Wall., T. tripinnatifidum Oliver, and Taraxacum 
wattii Hook. f. are reported from Lahul and Spiti. 


In the course of a study of plants from Lahul 
and Spiti some interesting plants were noted 
which have not been mentioned in any of the pub¬ 
lished accounts on the plants of Lahul and Spiti. 
It was, therefore, thought desirable to place them 
on record. The specimens mentioned in this 
note, if not specified otherwise, are preserved in 
the Herbarium of the Botanical Survey of India, 
Northern Circle, Dehra Dun. 

Artemisia macrocephala Jacq. ex Bess, in Bull. 
Nat. Mosc. 9:28, 1836; Hook. £. in FI. Brit. Ind- 
3:329, 1881. A. griffithiana Boiss. FI. Orient. 
3 : 3 / 6 , 1856. 

Hooker (loc. cit.) gives the distribution of the 
species as Kuqawar and' Western Tibet. An exami¬ 
nation of the sheet in the Herbarium of Forest 
Research Institute, Dehra Dun, and Botanical 
Survey of India, Dehra Dun, revealed that the plant 
is fairly common in Lahul and Spiti. 

Herbarium material examined : LAHUL— 
Keylong 4650 m, Bor 16453, July 1941 (F.R.I.); 
Baralacha, Bor’s Collector 156, Aug. 1938 (F.R.I.). 
SPITI-*-Above Kiber 455 m, H. A. C. Gill 2062, 
Aug. 1933 (F.R.I.); Shitikar 4000 m, N. C. Nair 
16823, Sept. 1961. 

A. sacrormn Ledeb. in Mem. Acad. Petersb. 
5 : 57 J ^ FI. Alt. 4:72, 1833; FI. Ross. 2: 
578, 1845; Ularke Comp. Ind. 160, 1876; Hook. f. 
loc. cit. 326. A. messerschmidicma Besser in Nom. 
Mem. Soc. Nat. Mosc. 3: 27, 1834; DC. Prodr. 
6: 107, 1838. 

A very small, aromatic herb in crevices of rocks. 

Hooker (loc. cit.) gives the distribution of the 
species as Tibet, Kunawar, and Kumaon: The 
plant is very common in Lahul. 

Herbarium material examined : LAHUL-Sissu 
3300 m, Bor 16596, Aug. i 94I (F.R.L); Billing 
lumpa 330° m ’ Bor 4 S 7 > 16585, July 1941 (F.R.I.); 
Darcha 3350 na, Bor 16446, July 1941 (F.R.I.); 
Baralacha, Bors ^ ouecior 157, 179, Aug. 1938 
(F.R.I.); Between Chhatru and Chotadara 3530 m, 
N. C, Nair 16891, 16894, 16971, Sept. 1961. 

Cyananthus lobatus Wall ex Benth. in Royle Ill. 
309, t. 69, fig* ! > ! “35 > Hock, f, et Thoms, in J. 


.Linn. Soc. 2: 19, 1857; Clarke in Hook. f. FL 
Brit. Ind. 3: 433, 1881. 

Clarke (loc. cit.) gives the distribution of the 
plant as from Gurhwal to Sikkim, but the western 
limit of this species should be extended further. 
It is abundant in Kulu valley (Punjab), as well as 
in Rohtang. 

Herbarium material examined : KULU VAL¬ 
LEY—Bhirgu 4300 m, Vaid 24660, Sept. 1953 
(F.R.I.); Chanderkhani 4250 m, Void 24688, Sept, 
1953 (F.R.I.); Manali 3650 m, Bor 15562, Aug. 
1941 (F.R.I.); Koti 3600 m, Bor 15520, Aug. 1941 
(F.R.L). LAHUL—Rohtang 3825 m, Bor 16543, 
16636, July-Aug. 1941 (F.R.I.); M. A. Rau 12680# 
Sept, i960; M C. Nair 17078, Sept. 1691. 

Dontostemon glandulosum (Kar. et Kir) Schulz m 
Notisbl. Bot. Gart. Berlin. 10: 554, 1929. Arabis 
glandulosum Kar. et Kir En. PI. Soong. in Bull. 
Soc. Imp. Mosc. 15: 147, 1842; Hook. f. et 
Thoms, in J. Linn. Soc. 5: 143, 1861 ; Hook. f. 
et Anders, in Hook. f. FI. Brit. Ind. 1 .*136, 1872. 
This crucifer has been previously reported only 
from Kashmir and Tibet. In the Herbarium of the 
Forest Research Institute there are only two speci¬ 
mens, one each collected from the above said 1 areas. 

Herbarium material examined : SPITI—Maran 
pass 4600 m, N. C. Nair 16750a, Sept. 1961. 

Gentiana margin&ta Griseb. Gentian. 275, 1839; 
DC. Prodr. 9: 108, 1845, non Wall. G. marginata 
D. Don in Trans. Linn. Soc. 18: 513, 1840. G, 
carinata Griseb. var. marginata (Griseb.) Clarke 
in Hook, £, FI. Brit, Ind, 4: 113, 1883, 

A very rare herb in moist places. Often mixed 

with moss, 

Clarke (loc. cit.) gives the distribution of the 
species as Kashmir. 

Herbarium material examined : LAHUL—Bil- 
ing lungsa 4250 m, Bor 14753, J une x 94* (F.R.I.). 
SPITI—Chandratal N. C, Nair, 16765, Sept. 1901. 

G. sororkula Burkill inj, Asiat. Soc. Beng. N.S. a: 
315, 1906. 

Very small herbs, prefers moist places. 

This remarkably small Himalayan gentian is 
very poorly represented in Indian herbaria. There 
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are only two sheets of this species in the Central 
National Herbarium, Calcutta. One of them is 
collected from Tibet in 1884 (No. 307) without col¬ 
lectors name (probably King’s Collector). The 
other is from Hazara 3350 m, collected by Inayat 
iiv June 1899. In the Herbarium of the Forest 
Research Institute there is only, a single sheet from 
Marhi collected 1 by S. P. Sethi and R. S. Negi (122) 
in June 1958. 

Herbarium material examined : SPITI—Kunzum 
Jhills 3975 m, N. C. Nair 1713, Sept. 1961. 

Microsisymbrium minutiflorum (Hook. f. et Thoms.) 
Schulz in Pflanzenr. 86: 160, fig. 21, 1924. 

Sisymbrium minutiflorum Hook. f. et Thoms, 
in J. Linn. Soc. 5: 158, 1861 ; Fourn. Recherch. 
Crucif. 99, 1865; Boiss. FI. Or. 1: 215, 1867; 
Hook. f. et Anders, in Hook. f. FI. Brit. Ind. 1: 
149, 1872. Hespcris minuiiflora O. Ktze. Rev, 
Gen.- PL 2: 934, 1891. Arabidopsis minuti- 

flora Busch in ft. Cauc. Crit. Ill. 4: 457, 1909. 

A very small herb with small somewhat fleshy 
leaves. Flowers white. Schulz (loc. tit.) gives the 
distribution of the species as Zanskar in western 
Tibet. 

Herbarium material examined : LAHUL—Biling 
lungsa 3200 m, Bor 14719, June 1941; Chotadara 
3975 m, N. C. Nair 16880a, Sept. 1961. 

Polygonum molliaefonne Boiss. Diagn. Ser. 1 (7): 
84, 1846; Meissn. in DC. Prodr. 14: 91, 1856; 
Hook. f. in FI.,Brit. Ind. 5: 27, 1886; Gage in< 
Rec. bot. Surv. Ind. 2(6): 382, 1903. 

Hooker (loc. cit.) gave the distribution of the 
species as Western Tibet. Gage (loc. tit.) gave new 
localities for the species and, in N. W. Himalayas, 
he mentions Nubra and Zaling Karpo pass. Since 
then the species has been collected from various 
localities in N. W. Himalayas. The plant is com¬ 
mon in Lahul and Spiti. 

Herbarium material examined : LAHUL—Kem- 
lung 3250-4900 m, 14815, 15180, June-July 1941 
(F.R.I.),* Rangtse la 325-400 m, Bor 9265, July 1938 
{F.R.I .); Railing jot, Bor 12, July 1938 (F.R.I.); Bil¬ 
ing lungsa 3500 m, Bor 14718, June 1941 (F.R.I.); 
Dercha river bed 3350 m, Bor 16568, July 1941 
(F.R.I.) SPITI—Shitikar 3950 m, N 1 , C, Nair 
16821, Sept. 1961. 

P. pcSycnomoides Jaub. et Spach. Ill. 2:30, t. 20, 
1842; Gage in Rec. bot. Surv. Ind. 2(6): 381, 
* 9 <> 3 - 

This plant can be easily confused with P. tubu- 
losum hut can be distinguished by its “more slend¬ 
er, flexuous and leafless looking habit”. 

Hooker f. did not include this species in his Flora 
of British India. Gage (loc. cit.) gave' the distribu¬ 
tion of (he plant in N. W. Himalayas as Giigit, 


[Vol. 6 

Baltistan and Kunawar. A study of the specimens 
in the Herbarium of Forest Research Institute re¬ 
vealed that the species is widely represented in 
Kashmir and Ladak. From Lahul and Spiti there 
appears to be ho collection of the plant. 

Herbarium material examined: SPITI—Shitikar 
4169 m, N. C. Nair 17198a, 17198b, Sept. 1961. 

Primula repians Hook. f. ex Watt in J. Linn. Soc. 
20: 14, t. 13 B, 1882; Hook. f. in FI. Brit. Ind. 3: 
494- 1882; Pax in Engler’s Bot, Jahrb, 10: 203, 
1889; Pax et Kunth in Pflanzenr. 22:96, 1905. 
Pax and Kunth (loc. cit.) give the distribution of 
the species as Kashmir and Bargi-Kang pass. 

Herbarium material examined : LAHUL—Biling 
lumpa 4950 m, Bor 15222, July 1941 (F.R.I.); 
Rohtang 4400 m, Bor 9812, July 1941 (F.R.I.). 
SPITI—Kunzum hills 3950 m, N. C. Nair 16805a, 
Sept. 1961. 

Tanacetum' nubigenum Wall, in DC. Prodr. 6: 130, 
1838; Clarke Comp. Ind. 153, 1876; Hook. f. in 
FI. Brit. Ind. 3: 318, 1881. 

This is a rare Himalayan Tanacetum previously 
reported only from areas east of Kumaon. 

Herbarium material examined : SPITI—Shitikar 
3950 m, N. C. Nair 16831, Sept. 1961. 

T. tripinnatifidum Oliver in Hook. Icon. PI. 24, 
t. 2306, 1894. 

The species has been previously reported only 
from Kashmir. In the Herbarium of the Forest 



Taraxacum wattii Hook. f. 

Figs, 1-2, I. entire plant. 2, frutt. 
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Research Institute there are only two sheets of this 
remarkable Himalayan Tanacetum both collected 
from Kashmir by J. F. Duthie 12204 in July 1892, 
and Walter Kolez 2922 in Sept. 1931 during the 
Uruswati expedition respectively. 

Herbarium material examined : LAHUL—Koksar 
3400 m ,-N. C. Nair 17015, 17041, Sept. 1961. 

Taraxacum wattii Hook. f. in FI. Brit. Ind. 3: 402, 
1881. 

This is a rare Himalayan Taraxacum. Hooker 
(loc. cit.) mentions, “I have seen but one specimen 


of this remarkable species”. It is distinguished 
from allied species by its large heads and short 
thick beack of the achenes. 

Herbarium material examined: RAHLA—2900 
m, N. C. Nair 16537b, Aug. 1961. 
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